



















































	So,	even	if	the	development	of	linguistics	has	been	greatly	influenced	by	the	philosophical	discussions	of	the	nature	of	language	and	communication,	it	has	also	been	influenced	by	communication-oriented	research	in	sociology,	anthropology	and	communication	science.	Particularly	important	has	been	the	influence	from	the	school	of	sociology	called	Conversation	Analysis	(CA)	(see,	for	example,	Sacks, 1992 and Sacks, 
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Schegloff and Jefferson, 1974),	which	has	lead	to	a	much	greater	interest	in	interaction	and	communication	in	linguistics. However, the focus only on transcriptions of authentic 
data by CA, without taking the context into account has met with criticism from many 
scholars, see e.g Allwood (1976), Hundsnurscher (1980) or Weigand (1989/2003).  	Strangely	enough,	the	influence	in	linguistics	from	the	field	of	communication	studies,	which	have	been	very	popular,	especially	in	the	USA,	although	highly	relevant,	has,	so	far,	been	much	smaller.	Perhaps	because	of	the	status	of	formalized	accounts	in	linguistics,	a	somewhat	stronger	influence	has	come	from	computer	simulation	of	multimodal	communication	and	the	construction	of	artificial	dialog	systems.			All	of	these	influences	are	slowly	forcing	a	reconceptualization	of	the	nature	of	language	from	being	essentially	based	on	a	normative	version	of	written	language	captured	in	concepts	like	“langue”,	“form”	or	“competence”	to	a	conception	of	language	as	being	an	empirical	phenomenon,	essentially	multimodal,	involving,	besides	vocal	verbal	(or	written)	elements,	also	prosody	and	gestures,	with	the	primary	function	of	language	being	a	medium	of	both	communicative	interaction	and	thinking	in	different	social	activities,	sensitive	to	the	needs	of	different	types	of	users.		
8. Outlook		Based	on	the	discussion	above,	it	might	now	be	possible	to	point	to	the	following	possible	developments	in	contemporary	linguistics	for	the	three	subfields	we	distinguished	in	the	introduction:		1.	Historical	linguistics	Historical	linguistics	has	for	long	been	an	important	part	of	linguistics	and	will,	in	all	likelihood,	continue	to	be	so.	It	is	successively	incorporating	and	providing	a	historical	perspective	on	new	aspects	of	language,	like	cognitive	semantics,	pragmatics	as	well	as	on	more	communication	and	dialog	oriented	studies.	It	is	also	making	an	increasingly	extensive	use	of	the	historical	linguistic	corpora	that	are	becoming	available.			2.	Structuralism	(including	generativism)		Due	to	the	availability	of	corpora	of	actual	linguistic	data	and	the	theoretical	needs	of	various	practical	concerns	involving	language	use,	even	though	structuralism	has	been	the	dominant	approach	during	the	20:th	century,	it	will	probably	become	less	dominant.	However,	structuralist	linguistics	will	still	be	pursued,	for	traditional	linguistic	research	but	also	probably	in	connection	with	new	attempts	to	provide	formal	“mathematical”	models	of	language.		3.	Communication,	usage	and	function	oriented	studies	of	language:	The	“pragmatic	turn”	and	the	growing	popularity	of	communication	and	cognition	oriented	studies,	inside	and	outside	of	linguistics,	often	pursued	in	an	interdisciplinary	way,	combined	with	cognitive	science	and	studies	of	corpora,	experimental	methods	and	computer	simulation,	has	meant	that	this	type	of	linguistics	is	slowly	becoming	the	most	common	type.	The	field	will	probably	over	time	see	a	theoretical	discussion	between	more	cognitive	approaches,	like	cognitive	linguistics,	cognitive	semantics	etc.	and	more	communication,	interaction	and	dialog	oriented	approaches,	like	interactional	linguistics	or	dialog	oriented	linguistics.	Hopefully	leading	to	new	insights,	and	resulting	in	new	
	 16	
proposals	for	how	to	bridge	this	gap	between	interaction	and	cognition	related	approaches.		In	general,	because	of	the	new	availability	of	ways	to	capture	linguistic	interaction,	linguistics	is	becoming	more	of	a	full-fledged	empirical	science	where	theories	and	descriptive	accounts	can	be	tested	against	empirical	data	in	much	the	same	manner	as	they	can	in	other	ways	of	studying	human	activity.		This	means	that	there	can	be	room	both	for	intensive	qualitative	case	studies	(both	experimental	and	with	more	ecological	validity)	of	what	communicative	means	(content	and	expression)	are	involved	in	particular	instances	of	communication	in	particular	social	activities	and	for	more	extensive	quantitative,	corpus	based	descriptions	and	statistical	analyses	of	aspects	of	collective	language	use.	It	also	means	that	there	can	be	place	for	inductive	as	well	as	abductive	and	deductive	building	of	a	theory	of	communication,	cognition	and	language,	which	has	the	power	to	provide	descriptions	and	explanations	of	human	employment	of	language	(languaging)	in	cognition	and	communication	in	different	social	activities	and	cultures.		
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